
Flying Dogs and 
Fast Kids Lead to 
Data Fun!
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I N D I A N A  U N I V E R S I T Y



Introduction of selves

• Lindsay Boersma – Senior Associate Director of Strategic Planning and Research at IUB
o Loves data about dogs, chickens, ducks, fitbit, etc!

• Bridgett Milner – Director of Institutional Effectiveness

o Loves data about her kiddos, health, Disney, pop culture, and of course IU



Context  - Is this you?



Context – Are you...

• Making the 10th iteration of a table of numbers you no longer care about?

• Just trying to get through your to-do list?

• Just trying to get a report into production and no longer feel inspired or excited about it?

• Pulled in 10 different directions?

• Worn out from it all and lacking inspiration?



Solution

• Looking outside of day-to-day job responsibilities to find inspiration

• Do your hobbies, passions, interests have data that inspire you?

• We have:
o Dogs that jump high and far
o Chickens and ducks that lay lots of eggs
o Fitbit trackers that tell us how active we have been (or haven't been)
o Health curve balls
o Super fast kids that run, swim, and play all the sports



Dog Data

o How far?

o How high?

o How fast?

o All 3 combined?

o My three dogs + friends' dogs!

o Its ALL data! SO MUCH DATA!



Dog Data
• Type in all of that by hand?

• Download a spreadsheet for each dog?

• Oldest dog competing since 2014... that's a lot of 
data!



Dog Data

• What if I put that into 
Tableau???!!!

• Best score per season?

• How many seasons?

• Play both the developer 
and end-user role!



Dog Data

• How do I tell Tableau to 
read a numeric score 
of 5'8''?

• But then still show it as 
5'8'' in a viz?

• LOD's didn't make sense 
to me... until... DOG DATA!

• if [Total Vertical Score 
in Inches]=({fixed 
[Season]: MAX([Total 
Vertical Score in Inches])}) 
then 1 end



Dog Data
o "Our reports can do the math for you" - 

Doug

o "OMG! You know math?! Can you tell me 
what my dog's average is?"

o 15'2", 15'11", 16'9" is NOT (15.2 + 15.11 + 
16.9)/3

o "You have to convert to total inches first, 
then take an average, then convert back"

o "WHAT?"



Dog FitBit Data

o Different ways to visualize the same 
sorts of data!

o Total steps & % to goal & donut chart



Egg Data
Meet... Best Bird, OG, and Floof!



Egg Data
How "its just 6 cute little ducklings"

Turned into...

• "We don't have that breed of duck yet, we need one"

• "We definitely need some chickens too"

• "Why do we have so many eggs?"



Egg Data



Nutrition & FitBit Data



Bringing this back to work...



Fitbit Data





Cancer Data









Kid Data





Height

• Is Quorra catching up to her brother?

• What if she passes him?

• Is she growing faster?

• When did they have growth spurts?  The 
same ages?







Vacation Data

A need to minimize cost and time spent 
waiting to ride space mountain









Week of:

SAT SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI KEY

Mar 09 Mar 10 Mar 11 Mar 12 Mar 13 Mar 14 Mar 15 Scale

Overall 7.3 7.3 7.3 7.5 7.3 7.2 6.8 1 to 10

Undercover Tourist 7 7 7 7 7 6 6 1 to 10

Magic Guides 2.75 2.75 2.75 3 2.75 3 3 1 to 4

The Park Prodigy 8 8 8 8 8 8 7 1 to 10

Magic Kingdom 7.7 7.7 6.6 7.4 6.6 6.3 8.2 1 to 10

Undercover Tourist 1 1 0 0 0 -1 1 -1 to 1

Magic Guides 2 2 2 3 2 3 3 1 to 4

The Park Prodigy 8 8 8 8 8 8 7 1 to 10

Epcot 7.4 8.5 6.3 7.4 7.4 7.4 7.1 1 to 10

Undercover Tourist 0 1 -1 0 0 0 0 -1 to 1

Magic Guides 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 1 to 4

The Park Prodigy 8 8 8 8 8 8 7 1 to 10

Hollywood Studios 8.5 6.3 7.4 6.3 6.3 8.5 8.2 1 to 10

Undercover Tourist 1 -1 0 -1 -1 1 1 -1 to 1

Magic Guides 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 1 to 4

The Park Prodigy 8 8 8 8 8 8 7 1 to 10

Animal Kingdom 6.3 7.4 8.5 8.5 7.4 7.4 5.9 1 to 10

Undercover Tourist -1 0 1 1 0 0 -1 -1 to 1

Magic Guides 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 1 to 4

The Park Prodigy 8 8 8 8 8 8 7 1 to 10

Crowd Estimates 3/9/2024



Week of:

SAT SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI KEY

Mar 09 Mar 10 Mar 11 Mar 12 Mar 13 Mar 14 Mar 15 Scale

Overall 7.3 7.3 7.3 7.5 7.3 7.2 6.8 1 to 10

Magic Kingdom 7.7 7.7 6.6 7.4 6.6 6.3 8.2 1 to 10

Epcot 7.4 8.5 6.3 7.4 7.4 7.4 7.1 1 to 10

Hollywood Studios 8.5 6.3 7.4 6.3 6.3 8.5 8.2 1 to 10

Animal Kingdom 6.3 7.4 8.5 8.5 7.4 7.4 5.9 1 to 10

Crowd Estimates 3/9/2024



Visual Journals



Inspiring Work from Others



Conclusion
Being the consumer of data is an important perspective for analysts

Inspiration can come from nearly anywhere

Necessity (or curiosity or passion) is the mother of invention (or 
sometimes learning)

“The only way to do great work is to love what you do”

 Sometimes you need to work to rekindle that love



Thanks and Questions
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